
SOME GIFT SUGG~STIONS Romans 15 :5-13 

Two verses of ~he lesson read this morning , I would 

like to note again from TEV . They are Romans 15 :5 and 13 

~ 
1 tlMay God 1 the source of patience and encouraieroent , enable 
~ , 
1 you to have the ~ame point of view among yourselves by 

:::! 
following the example of Christ J~ ...May God , the source 

of hope , ff:P you with all .J£l. and -!oeace by means of your 

faith in himll . 

Perhp¥s your attention has already focused on the large 

Christmas package we have before us . And you may be wonder

iog what is in the box . Would it be something we could 

use? I imagine that all of you have been wondering ahout 

the present . 

We are going to open the present , but before we do 

youlll agree that this is the time for thinking about gifts 

and Christmas ~ this being the second Sunday in Advent . We 

are all looking forward to getting gifts for Christmas . 

Today I want to give you some hints and ideas about gi£ts 

to give this Christmas . Our text and our big box are going 

to help us . 

~ZQf-V there are no toys or candy in here . This rather is an 

Advent cube and it reminds us of all sorts of personal 

gifts I can give people this Christmas . 

We Ill think a lot about gifts from now until Christ

mas and we Ill put up bright lights . Some will bake cookies , 



va to parties . God ' s people will do more than those 

things . This ought to be a joyful time for us , but it 

needs to be a serious time too when we think about how w~ 

should act toward one another . 

Well , our cube - based on the text - suggests six person

al gifts we can give to other people ••• not only at Christ

mas but thru out the year . Let ' e look at them . 

1 . First, let us practice giving joy to other people . 

Sometimes we can do this by actually giving a visible gift . 

How joyful it might make a person to have a gift from you, 

apart from a special occasion•••8 gift for no special res

80n . 

But we can bring joy to other people when we share some

thing more worthwhile than anything they can hold in their 

hands . You know , today someone is waiting to hear your 

Yoice , to feel the touch of your hand , to know that you 

care . Sometimes only you can make someone else feel joy . 

Of course the basic joy is Christmas joy "Joy to the world , 

the Lord is come". God ' s people have joy because they have 

Christ and they know that thru him they hear God ' s YOice , 

they feel the touch of his hand, they know that he cares . 

And many people , outside the community of God ' s people , 

will not know those things , lest we bring the joy to them. 

2.Now then, we turn our cube to the gift of hope . 

We live in a whirl of change today . Often we see it 



going in directions which ~wrong . Some sense the endless
'T"

ne.s of human conflicts , the continui~ strife among theeJ:; 

races , the seemingly deteriorating moral and ethical c11 

mate , the burgeoning spiral of inflation , the darkness of 
-/A.,"rt<J
personal aspriations . Many have lost hope oecause of some 


particular situation or happening in their lives . 


And it could be that the most needed spiritual quality 

needed today is hope . Ob , there seems to be an adequate 

supply of head- in- the- cloud psuedo- religious optimism. 

Rare tho is the hope which Christ gives . 

The people of God can give hope to others , and in doing 

so generate hope for themselves . we can do so by emphash 

tng the Lordship of Christ/knowin~ that ne is in control 

even tho there is much around us which seems to deny his 

power and presence . We can call attention to the goal 

which he has for every life . it ' s re-creation into the 

image of God himself . We can know that ~od is working out 

his will , even though the mysterious ways often distress us 

and even cause us to doubt . How will the people of this 

planet , indeed of this community, have hope lest we who share 

the hope of Christ share it with them? 

J . 	 Now we turn our cube to another gift suggestion , the 

gift 	of peace . 

See how peace is needed todav ••.. especially with the 

'. 
* ,

anxi015 a n.d... -fie ..f.ark. w/fil .... _ _ _ 'tt..t.. DIo..~~ b.:I-l..eyeJ 



by many thi~s , the ones experiencing various kinds of~

rest , the inh~bitants of ravaged countries , the ones who do 

now know 
J
here their next meal is coming from , all searchers 

and drifters . How many of our lives are like a troubled 

sea where we are buffet~d about by the winds of change and 

uncertainty •. so much 90 that we seek to cover our need 

for peace by busyness , by drink, by lots of things which 

we think will solve our problems, but which only really 

cover them , and usually not too successfully . 

Well , we people of God , can give the gift of peace by 

living at peace with one another , and by pointing out that 

all peace begins with the peace of Christ . After all , his 

verv birth was accompanied by the promise of peace to those 

who please him. Peace comes thru the knowledge of the love 

of God which does not hold our sins against us, and which 

we can announce ~t to those who believe their sin is for

given . _e can give peace to others by leading them to a 

crude cross on which the prince of peace hang~ strangely, 

but gloriou; giving his peace to us . Who shall give the 

world the "peace which passes all understandin~" if it is 

not the people of God who themselves have experienced hie 

peace"? 

4. Now the cube turns to a precious gift , tho perhaps 

an unusual one • . •. patlence . Here is a needed grace •• 

to be long- suffering and understanding. How we need some



---------------
one to be patient with us •.•how we need to be patient •••• 

whether we are young. or whether we are old . 

Well , we can give this gift to others by living out a 

more relaxed life style , by stoppinR our fran9tic efforts 

to make things happen, usually we succeed in making ourselves 

miserable and unhappy . That isn ' t to say that we give 

up the urgency of living fruitfully , but we can cease being 
~~~l 

fretful , jammed , and trying to acomplish too ~ to~ 

fast . 

Again who will give the gift of patience to others 

lest it be the people of God who have received the under

standing and love of God? 

5. Another side of our cube suggests still another 

gift for us to give • Courage . 

Perhaps courage is underrated . Here is something which 

is needed by all at times , and by many much of the time . 

Who of us have not had to make difficult decisions , take 

some hard action when the heart was faint . How many times I. 

have we seen an obvious need , perhaps to speak out , but 

were afraid to , afraid of being branded foolish , or of 

losing friends . How many times have we been afraid to wit 

ness to Jesus Christ . And how often we have been afriad 

to extend ourselves to others , perhaps to our own son or 

daughter to reestablish communication. 

This gift of courage , which God has given us if we will 



receive it , comes largely thru a certainty of Sod ' s con- ~ 
stant presence in our lives . And we give it to others oy 

reminding them of his presence in their lives . That is 

what Christmas is all about •• Cod is here . You do what 

you have to and know that even in failure Cod stands with 

you . The Advent mes5ag~ is Immanuel, God with us . So' 

take heart an share the gift of courage , God ' s presence 

with others this Christmas . 

6 . Th~n our cube has still another side to it . It is 

the real gift of Christmas - Jesus . This is God's greatest 

gift to us .• and the gift which we must share with others 

Who of us questions the world ' s need for Christ . If you 

do question that , you have no business s1ttin~ here with 

the people God . Oh , how the body of Christ 1s weakened by 

those who do not believe yet put on the show of believinv . 

Here is a joyous responsibility which we have at all 

times , but one we especially need to think about at Christ

mae - to give Jesus Christ . Give Jesus Christ - not just 

the baby Jesus of the crib , but the Christ of the cro~s as 

well 

Really there are no exceptions , everyone needs Christ . 

Of cour~e , there are those who deny their need .•.•but 

there are no exceptions . If you do not have Christ in your 

li!e , this is 8 good time to receive the gift of Christ 

for vour":'elf . He is the perfect personal gift, both to 



receive and to gtve . 
'i 

The people of his community, the Church, give by tellinR 

of him . They take the other five gift' and make them a 

part of their lives , thus making them oelievable to others 

and in th~ process makinr, Jesus believable to them too . 
v< 

Let this advent cube tell you waht to look for , what 

to shop for , wh t to give this Christmas and thru the 

year . 


